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Children and 
Thanksgiving

Major Derek Emery, MCLB Barstow base 
adjutant, reads General John A. Lejuene's 
traditional birthday message during Marine 
Corps Logistics Base Barstow's annual 
Marine Corps Ball observing the Corps' 242nd 
Birthday in Big Bear, Calif., Nov. 18.

Marine Reservist assigned to Fleet Support Division, are all smiles while displaying the 
championship trophy the team won after beating the MCLB Barstow Marines in the 
Turkey Bowl held aboard Marine Corps Logistics Base Barstow Nov. 21.

Photos by: Rob Jackson The Marine Corps Mounted Color Guard trots the final mile 
during the annual '49ers Encampment event, Nov. 10, reenacting 
the wagon train coming off a 100-mile trip across the desert from 

Wades Monument at Dumont Dunes in Death Valley.  The Death 
Valley Wagon Train commemorates the first wagon train that passed 
through Death Valley in 1849 to converge on the gold fields. 

Photo courtesy Death Valley '49ers

Sergeant Xzavier Wolef (left) and Staff Sgt. Pedro Villa knock down a pass attempt during 
the first half of this year's Turkey Bowl, pitting MCLB Barstow Marines against Marine 
reservist assigned to Fleet Support Division Nov. 21 aboard Marine Corps Logistics Base 
Barstow.
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Leave Share Program
Individuals currently affected by 
medical emergencies and in need 
of leave donations:
Costilla, Yvette
Felix, Julie
Magorno, Cheryle
Solis, Marcelino
Trifos, Louis
Wabindato, Joshua
Anyone desiring to donate annual 
leave under the Leave Share Pro-
gram should contact the Human 
Resources Office at 577-6915.

Speed Bump Installation at 
Nebo and Yermo Gates

Nov. 13-30
Speed humps will be installed at 
Yermo front gate. Work at Nebo 
is scheduled for the week of 27 
Nov. The project is scheduled to 
be complete by 30 November. 
Traffic control and signs will be in 
place, and some work may require 
the gates to be temporarily closed 
and traffic rerouted.  Personnel 
are advised to be cognizant of 
signage and avoid work areas to the 
extent possible, allocate additional 
commuting time to mitigate delays 
caused as a result of the project, 
and avoid parking near areas where 
work is being performed. For more 
information contact 577-6178.

Planned Power Outages for 30 
November, 1 December and 2 

December, 2017 
In order to perform much needed 
service, repair, and inspection of 
high voltage switch gear as part 
of the ongoing efforts to keep the 
existing electrical infrastructure 
aboard MCLB Barstow in good 
working order for the foreseeable 
future, the Public Works Division 
has scheduled the following power 
outages aboard MCLB Barstow for 
the 30th of November and the 1st 

and 2nd of December.
The first power outage 

Federal Benefits
Open Season

Nov. 13 –Dec. 11
During open season, you can take 
the following actions for the Federal 
Employees Health Benefits (FEHB) 
Program, Federal Employees 
Dental and Vision Insurance 
Program (FEDVIP), and the 
Federal Flexible Spending Account 
Program (FSAFEDS). Open Season 
allows you to enroll, change or 
cancel an existing enrollment in a 
health, vision, and/or dental plan, 
and enroll in a flexible spending 
account.For more information call 
the Benefits Line at (888) 320-2917.

What are children thankful for?

Mommy, daddy, brother, sisters 
and dogs.

is scheduled for Thursday, 30 
November at 6 p.m., and will last 
approximately 30 minutes.
Buildings affected during the above 
power outage are:
103  CDC Facility
372  CDC
RV Park RV Park
185  Temp Lodging
114  Temp Lodging
370  Armory
301  Café
101  Pass & ID Office
64  SACC
362  Contractor Bldg
Wind Turbine Wind Turbine
1548  Pump House
S367  Magazine
363  Community Center
Housing All of Desert View 
Housing
The second power outage is 
scheduled to begin Friday, 1 
December at 8 a.m., and will last 
approximately 12 hours, ending at 8 
p.m. Friday night (1 December).  
Affected buildings are below; those 
being provided backup generation 
are indicated with an "*"
363  Community Center*
64  SACC
362  Contractor Bldg
S367  Magazine
1548  Pump House
Wind Turbine Wind Turbine
Housing All of Desert View 
Housing
The third power outage is scheduled 
to take place Friday, 1 December at 9 
p.m., and will last approximately 12 
hours, ending at 9 a.m. on Saturday 
morning (2 December). 
Affected buildings are below; those 
being provided backup generation 
are indicated with an "*"
101  Pass & ID Office
103  CDC Bldg
372  CDC
185  Temp Lodging *
RV Park RV Park * 
114  Temp Lodging
370  Armory
The fourth and final power outage 
is scheduled for Saturday Morning, 
2 December at 0900, and will last 
approximately 30 minutes.

Photos by: Laurie Pearson

   Journey Dunham

Froggies and trees!

Zebras and panda bears!Grandma!

Faith Perez Alexander Medrano

Kassim Garcia

Sophia Flowers

Noah ZavalaAniyah Burns

Here! (CDC) Auntie and Chloe.

House! Firefighters!

   Eyden Sluder

Captain America!

   Michael Lacy

 Waterslides and apples! 

Mom, dad, California and 
waterfalls.

Makaelah Beranek
Dinosaurs!

Dylan Carrington-Williams

Butterflies, paint and dad

Kimber Cummins

Buildings affected during the above 
power outage are:
103  CDC Facility
372  CDC
RV Park RV Park
185  Temp Lodging
114  Temp Lodging
370  Armory
301  Café
101  Pass & ID Office
64  SACC
362  Contractor Bldg
Wind Turbine Wind Turbine
1548  Pump House
S367  Magazine
363  Community Center
Housing All of Desert View 
Housing
During power outage personnel 
are encouraged to refrain from 
opening refrigerators and 
freezers unnecessarily, and do 
not use candles or other flame for 
illumination during the outages.  
Computers and other electronic 
equipment should be shut down 
prior to the outage commencing.
If you have an emergency during 
the hours of the outage, please use a 
cellular phone to call 911.  
Maintenance issues should be 
directed to the Public Works Help 
Desk at 577-6220.



Marine Corps Ball in Big Bear 
Photos by: Laurie Pearson
GySgt. James Hainer, HM3 Valentin Murillo
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Marine Corps

Lieutenant General Ronald Bailey, USMC Retired, 
keynote speaker, discusses his life in the Marine 
Corps and the importance of service to the Corps 
and to the country during Marine Corps Logistics 
Base Barstow's Marine Corps Ball 2017 held at Big 
Bear Lodge, Calif., Nov. 18. Happy 242nd Birthday
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The tale of the long-distance hiker
Story by: Keith Hayes
Public Affairs Specialist

Trekking the entire length of 
iconic Route 66 would include 

walking through Marine Corps 
Logistics Base Barstow, Calif., and 
that is just what one man has done.

   Meredith J. Eberhart, known as 
the Nimblewill Nomad, or “Sunny” 
to his friends and acquaintances, 
entered the rear gate of MCLB 
Barstow around 7 a.m. Nov. 15.
 Sunny said he was on a mission, 

another in an unending series of 
long-distance hikes that he began 
in 1998 after he retired as an 
optometrist.

Colonel Sekou Karega, 
commander, MCLBB, granted 
Sunny’s request for access to 
traverse the base along the original 
Route 66, of which the base’s main 

drag, Joseph Boll Avenue, is a part. 
“I’m walking Route 66 from 

Chicago to Santa Monica,” Sunny 
said. “I started in Chicago. This is 
day 112.”

That put his total miles walked so 
far on this particular hike, in his words 

“at about 2,100 miles and change.”
Sunny called his current walk a not 

particularly long one. The longest 
hike he said he participated in was 
a walk from Key West, Fla., to Belle 
Isle, Newfoundland, a 5,400 mile long 
journey and definitely not as the crow 

flies.
That 

lengendary 
feat of long-
distance hiking 
was completed 
in 1998. The 
rugged and 
wiry Sunny, 
who just turned 
79 years old this 
month, said he 
was a mere pup 
of 61 then.

When asked 
why he does the 
walking he does 
at the distances 
he undertakes, 
Sunny smiled 

and said “I used to tell folks if you’re 
going to ask that question then 
you’re not going to understand the 
answer.

“But I’ve managed to get the 
answer boiled down to just 32 
words: It’s the people, the places, 
the pain and the trials, It’s the joy 

and the blessings that come with 
the miles. It’s a calling going out to a 
fortunate few, To wander the fringes 
of God’s hazy blue.”

The inevitable comparisons do 
spring up between Eberhart and the 
fictional Forrest Gump character 
portrayed by Tom Hanks in the 
titular movie. They do resemble 
each other in the long-distance 
jogging and walking part of their 
lives; long hair, bushy beard, 
a baseball cap, and the sinewy 
muscles of a perpetual athlete. Of 
course, Sunny’s hair is white and 
gray after nearly eight decades of 
life, and he has actually walked the 
miles rather than just played the 
part in a movie.

He acknowledges that many 
others have tried to make the same 
nonexistent connection between 
him and Gump, but with a nod to 
the popular 1994 movie Sunny said 
“Forrest was smart. He quit and 
went home. I’m still going.”

The Nimblewill Nomad’s next 
stop is the end of the road for him, 
or at least the end of Route 66 at the 
shores of the Pacific Ocean in Santa 
Monica, a mere 128.6 miles from 
Barstow.

Sunny said he has met people 

Photo by Keith Hayes

(Left) "Sunny" Eberhart, the Nimblewill Nomad, acknowledges 
people always try and make a connection between him and the 
Forrest Gump charector, but he said there is none. Sunny has 
been participating in long-distance hikes since he retired in 1998. 
He walked through Marine Corps Logistics Base Barstow with a 
police escort, Nov. 15 as part of his quest to traverse the entire 
length of Route 66.

Photo courtesy Paramount Pictures

Marine Corps Police officers escort Mr. Meredith J. Eberhart, a 79-year-old retired optometrist 
and Coast Guard veteran, as he walks through Marine Corps Logistics Base Barstow, Calif. 
Nov. 15. The long distance Triple Crown hiker and author is using the hike along Route 66 from 
Chicago to Santa Monica, Calif., to raise awareness of issues veterans face.

Photo by Laurie Pearson

Hiker continued on page 11

This holiday season many people who work aboard 
Marine Corps Logistics Base Barstow, Calif., will 
be traveling to visit friends and relatives or to some 
vacation spot leaving their residences as prime targets 
for burglars.

Michael Reyes, physical security specialist, Marine 
Corps Police Department aboard MCLBB, said there 
are ways to make your residence a “hard target” 
causing burglars to leave your home alone.

“First, make sure your neighbors look out for one 
another and can keep an eye on your house when you 
travel,” he said.

Also, make the house look lived-in by using a 
programmable device to turn lights on and off at 
reasonable times. 

“The same thing applies to turning a radio on and 
off so it simulates someone being in a room,” Reyes 
advised.

He suggests everyone take a look at a survey by 
a news station in Portland, Or., asking 86 convicted 
burglars in state prison how property owners can 
better protect their homes.

The following are the questions and answers:
1. How did you typically break into a home or 

apartment?
Most inmates broke in through an unlocked door 

or window. Several burglars kicked the door open. 
“I would kick in the door rather than break 

glass. Loud bangs are better than loud glass breaking, 
plus you run the risk of getting cut,” said one inmate.

2. Once inside, what was the first thing you 
looked to steal?

Jewelry, electronics, cash and credit cards are all 
attractive to burglars. Inmates also added collectibles 
and guns. 

“NRA sticker on car bumper = Lots of guns to 
steal,” wrote one burglar.

3. Where did you look for hidden valuables?
Most burglars started by searching the master 

bedroom for valuables, then moved through the rest 
of the house. 

“Everywhere! From the stove and freezer, to the 
fish tank and toilet tank, book shelves and in boxes of 
cereal,” said an inmate.

4. What time of the day did you prefer to break 
in?

Burglars prefer breaking in early morning or 
afternoon. 

“Between 12:30 p.m. and 2:30 p.m. Anyone who 
was home for lunch should be gone by then and most 
kids should all still be in school,” wrote a convicted 

burglar.

5. Did home protection or security signs posted 
outside the home deter you?

Burglars had mixed opinions about home security 
signs. Some burglars said it didn’t faze them. Others 
said they knew how to disable alarms or avoid setting 
them off.    

6. Did pets in the home, like a dog, make you 
think twice?

If a homeowner had a big, loud dog most burglars 
would stay away. Smaller dogs don’t seem to bother 
them. 

“Dogs are a deal breaker for me,” said one inmate. 
“Big breed home protectors are the best to keep 
people out.”

7. Did you typically knock on the front door 
before breaking into a home?

Yes. All of the inmates who responded said they 
would knock on the front door before breaking in.

8. If someone answered the door, what would you 
do or say?

“Act like I was lost or looking for a friend.”
“I would approach the resident as though they had 

posted an ad on Craigslist.”
“Say wrong house, sorry and thank you.”
“Ask if they’d seen my dog and leave.”
“Sometimes I would wear nice clothing and 

print a questionnaire off the Internet and carry a 
clipboard and see if they could spare a moment for an 
anonymous survey.”

9. If a home alarm system went off, what would 
you do?

Most intruders said they would leave immediately 
if a security alarm went off. 

“I would try and turn it off or get the hell out of 
there,” said one burglar.

10. If there was a security camera visible, would it 
keep you from breaking in?

Generally, burglars agreed security cameras were 
a deterrent. But some said it also likely signaled there 
were valuables inside the home.

11. Did lights on in the home make you think 
twice?

Responses were mixed regarding lights on in a 
home. Some said it was a deterrent. But one burglar 
said the combination of lights on and blinds closed 
created an attractive location. 

“I would drive through upper-class neighborhoods 
looking for many things, like porch lights on with all 
window blinds closed,” wrote one inmate.

12. If you heard a radio or TV on inside the 
home, would you still break in?

Most burglars feared someone might be home if 
they heard a radio or TV. They wouldn’t break in. 

“Absolutely not,” wrote a burglar.

How to discourage a burglar
Compiled by: Keith Hayes
Public Affairs Specialist

Burglar continued on page 11
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from every continent and nearly 
every country on his current 
odyssey and learned one thing that 
has made him very 
thankful.

“They love us, they 
love America. What 
we’re being told is 
not true. What we 
hear every day about 
what bad people 
we are and we don’t 
care, we just want to 
use up all the world’s 
resources and to 
hell with everybody. 
The world loves us. 
People all over, from 
China, Europe, Asia 
… not a single one 
of them said the least 
negative thing about 
us as American 
people. Isn’t that 

wonderful?”
He said his visit to MCLB has 

brought him some real energy.

“I’ve never had this kind of 
turnout on my hikes before,” the 
veteran of the U.S. Coast Guard 

said. “People lining up on the 
side of the road to wish me 
well. Everyone here has been so 
nice to me, it’s really given me a 
boost.”

Sunny said he has friends in 
Barstow who are going to put 
him up for the night before 
he begins the last leg of his 
journey.

To learn more about Sunny 
Eberhart and long-distance 
hiking, go online at https://
nimblewillnomad.com/, where 
you can also check out the 
books he’s written about his 
adventures and the philosophy 
behind what makes the 
Nimblewill Nomad the eternal 
walking man.

Sunny Eberhart completes his traversing of Marine Corps Logistics 
Base Barstow, Calif., Nov. 15 as another part of his mission to walk 
the entirety of Route 66 from Chicago to Santa Monica, Calif., a 
distance of 2,400 miles. Joseph Boll Avenue through the base is part of 
the iconic Mother Road.

Photo by Keith Hayes

13. Would it make a difference if there was a 
vehicle in the driveway?

As a homeowner, this is one of the best precautions 
you can take. Almost all of the burglars said they’d 
think twice if there was a car in the driveway.

 “Most of the time that is a sure-fire sign of 
someone being home,” wrote an inmate.

14. What was your ideal target for a burglary?
Burglars don’t want to be seen. They looked for 

homes with big fences and overgrown trees or bushes. 
“Home away from other homes, blind spots, older 

window frames, cheap wooden doors,” wrote a burglar.
“Large trees, bushes or shrubs around the home, 

or very reserved and conservative neighbors,” wrote 
another inmate.

“Nice home with nice car = A person with money,” 
another said.

15. Did you ever do surveillance on your target?
The responses were mixed. Some burglars did 

surveillance before a burglary, while others did not.
16. If you did surveillance, what were you trying 

to figure out?
Of those burglars who did surveillance, most 

agreed they were looking for the best opportunity to 
break-in.

“Who lives in the home, what are their weekday 
schedules (weekends are too unpredictable), what they 
drive, is there a dog, a hidden key,” wrote one inmate.

“What time the house would be empty and for how 
long,” wrote another.

17. What is the one thing homeowners can do to 
avoid being burglarized?

Burglars suggest homeowners make their property 
visible with good lighting and trimmed bushes and 
trees.

“Get a camera and make it visible!” wrote another.
“Put bars on your windows and doors, get an 

alarm, keep an extra car in the driveway,” read one 
questionnaire.
      Reyes added package delivery companies are now 
in the habit of leaving boxes on the front step, ringing 
the doorbell and leaving.
      “If you are expecting something, arrange to have 
someone home to receive it,” he said. “A pile of boxes 
unattended is just a crime waiting to happen.”
      Everyone can make their homes hard targets for 
burglars so that they can get more enjoyment from 
holiday celebrations.
      To check out the Website with the posted questions 
go to http://www.kgw.com/news/investigations/
we-asked-86-burglars-how-they-broke-into-
homes/344213396. 
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Communicator of the Month
David Cortez

Official USMC Photo

David Cortez, Information Technology Specialist.

David Cortez, Information 
Technology Specialist, 

has been selected as the S-6 
Communications Division's 
Communicator of the Month 
for November. The Los 

Angeles native, now currently 
residing in Victorville, Calif., 
has been with the department 
for approxmately six months 
and really enjoys his work.

Previously, Marine Corps 
Logistics Base Barstow 

personnel were instructed to dial 
911 from a desktop telephone 
and 577-6666 from a cell or 
smart phone, in the event of 
an emergency aboard the 
installation. 
   The process for contacting 
fire, police and emergency 
medical help has been simplified. 
It is now recommended that 
personnel employed, visiting, or 
residing aboard MCLB Barstow, 
to include both Nebo Base, 
Yermo Annex, Marine Memorial 

Golf Course and rifle/pistol 
ranges, always dial 911 in the 
event of an emergency, regardless 
of what type device or telephone 
they are calling from. 
   If calling from a cell or smart 
phone, your call is routed to 
either California Highway Patrol 
or Barstow Police Department 
911 operators; therefore, it is 
very important that you advise 
the operator you are located 
on the Marine Corps base in 
Barstow, Calif. The call will then 
immediately be routed to MCLB 
Barstow Consolidated Emergency 

Communications Center 
(building 168 Nebo Annex). 
By following this procedure, 
the Emergency Dispatchers 
aboard MCLB Barstow will 
always receive your location, 
coordinates, and phone number; 
thus allowing for a quicker 
response from Security and 
Emergency services personnel.  
   As always, regardless of what 
type device or telephone you are 
calling from, in the event you 
accidentally dial 911, please do 
not hang up. Remain on the line 
and inform the 911 operator or 
emergency dispatcher that you 
dialed 911 by mistake.

Dialing 911 aboard MCLB Barstow
Article submitted by: William Atkinson
Deputy Chief, Marine Corps Police Department

https://nimblewillnomad.com/
https://nimblewillnomad.com/
http://www.kgw.com/news/investigations/we-asked-86-burglars-how-they-broke-into-homes/344213396
http://www.kgw.com/news/investigations/we-asked-86-burglars-how-they-broke-into-homes/344213396
http://www.kgw.com/news/investigations/we-asked-86-burglars-how-they-broke-into-homes/344213396


This advisory is intended to pro-
mote increased vigilance and safe-
guarding of all personnel and as-
sets as we enter the 2017 holiday 
season. We continue to face one of 
the most challenging threat envi-
ronments since 9/11, as foreign 
terrorist organizations exploit the 
internet to inspire, enable, or direct 
individuals already here in the U.S. 
to commit terrorist acts. Terrorist 
groups are urging recruits to adopt 

easy-to-use tools to target 
public places and events. 
Specific attack tactics 
have included the use of 
vehicle ramming, small 
arms, straight-edged 
blades or knives, home-
made explosives, and poi-
sons or toxins. Violent ex-
tremist media encourages 
individuals worldwide to 
launch attacks using all 

 

Summary Of Terrorism Threat 

Be Prepared 
 Be prepared for security and plan ahead. Anticipate delays and restrictions on items 

around populated places and at public events.  
 Be responsible for your personal safety. Know where emergency exits and security 

personnel are located. Carry emergency contact and special needs info with you. 
 Remain vigilant of your immediate surroundings especially when attending large, mass 

gathering events. 

means possible. Continued suc-
cesses in disrupting and defeat-
ing terrorists on the battlefield 
may encourage homegrown ter-
rorists to carry out acts of vio-
lence in the homeland instead of 
attempting to travel overseas to 
fight or in retaliation for appar-
ent losses. Military-affiliated 
events may be viewed as attrac-
tive targets since their public 
nature allows for relatively easy 
access to large concentrations 
of people. 
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If You See Something, Say Something 
 Report suspicious activity by calling 1-877-356-3937 or  visit online at: 

WWW.USMCEAGLEEYES.ORG. 
 

   Describe specifically what you observed, including: 
   -Who or what you saw   -When you saw it; 

   -Where it occurred    -Why it's suspicious. 

IF THERE IS AN EMERGENCY, DIAL 911 
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