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A Birthday message from the Commandant of the Marine Corps



Captain Adam Rahman, commanding officer, 
Headquarters Company, uses the traditional sword to 
make the first cut into the Marine Corps Birthday cake 
at the Veterans Home of California Barstow, Nov. 6. 
Tradition dictates that the youngest and oldest Marine 
or retired Marine present take the first piece of the cake.
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Front cover: Jack Adamyk
Lieutenant General Charles G. Chiarotti, Deputy 
Commandant of Installation and Logistics, watches as 
Billy Stacy, nondestructive testing technician, 
demonstrates various parameters of testing equipment 
aboard Marine Corps Logistics Base Barstow, Calif., 
Nov. 6.

Back Cover: Laurie Pearson

Photo By: Jack Adamyk
Marine Corps Walking Color Guard representing Marine Corps Logistics Base 
Barstow, present the colors during the national anthem at the Veteran's 
Appreciation Day held by Barstow Community Hospital in Barstow, Calif., Nov. 7.
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Got news? Call us! (760) 577-6430

Communicator of the Month

Official USMC photo

Master Sergeant Tianna Tien, lead project manager, 
Marine Corps Logistics Base Barstow, Calif.

Master Sergeant Tianna Tien immediately became engaged 
with the Communications Department upon checking into 

the unit. Her motivation, attention to detail and ability to lead 
has contributed to the success of S-6 in both data and radio 
communications. 

She assumed duties normally performed by the Deputy 
Director in addition to her Communication’s Chief role. Her 
desire to learn and improve process and procedures are 
conspicuous to all. 

Tien serves as lead project manager on communication 
establishment within the Primary and Alternate Emergency 
Operations Centers. Through performing a gap analysis, she 
developed a solid plan for replacing defective radio components 
to include methods of procurement and budget requirements.

The master sergeant sets a positive example for her Marines by 
volunteering to assist with tasks, details, and ceremonies both 
within and outside of the S-6 Communications Department. Her 
unequaled performance, faithfulness, and total devotion to duty 
were in keeping with the highest traditions of the Marine Corps 
and the United States Naval Service and she is most deserving of 
recognition as October’s S-6 Communicator of the Month.



News Briefs
Leave Share Program

Individuals currently affected 
by medical emergencies and in 
need of leave donations:
Jones, Anna
Morrill, Jerry
Renteria, April
Ulmer, Wayne
Houlemard, Jeffrey
Duarte, Nicole
Anyone desiring to donate annual 
leave under the Leave Share 
Program should contact the 
Human Resources Office at 577-
6915.

Operation Tobacco Free 
Marine

Semper Fit Gym
Mon. Nov 12

12 - 12:30 p.m.

The "Operation Tobacco Free 
Marine" Tobacco Cessation 
Program provides the tools and 
resources to help you become 
tobacco free. Individual and 
group classes are available 
to the entire Marine Corps 
community.

Play Morning
Desert View Housing
Community Center

Fri. Nov. 9
9 - 11 a.m.

Come join in the fun! All active 
duty service members and their 
dependents are invited to come 
enjoy singing, stories, crafts and 
have structured play time with toys 
and interactive time learning how 
to socialize babies and toddlers. 
Make new friends and learn 
something new each week. For 
more information contact New 
Parent Support at 577-6533. 

Energy Tip

Don't peek in the oven 
while baking! Every time 
you peek, the temperature 
drops 25 degrees, making 
your oven use more 
energy to bring the 
temperature back up. 4

Story Time & Craft
McTureous Hall

Tues. Nov. 20
10 - 11 a.m.

Story Time and Craft is geared 
towards babies and toddler age 
children. We read stories, sing 
songs and make crafts! We learn 
how to sit quietly, listen and share 

with our friends!

L.I.N.K.S for Spouses:
Your LINK to the Corps

Desert View Housing 
Community Center

Thurs. Nov. 28
8:30 - 10:30 a.m.

Payday: Hear first hand from a 
Personal Financial Management 
Expert what you can expect 
regarding pay, allowances, and 
deductions and how to protect 
your credit. 
Deployment & Separations: 
Types of deployments and how 
our families can thrive through 
the emotional cycle. 
For more information contact 
L.I.N.K.S at 577-6675.

Screens and Strikes
Movie Night

Leatherneck Lanes
Fri. Nov. 9
5 - 9 p.m.

Join us fort this month's Screens & 
Strikes Family Movie Night. We'll 
have discounted bowling at $2.00 
per game and great food. For more 
information contact Leatherneck 
Lanes at 577-6264 or visit www.
mccsbarstow.com/bowling/.

Infant Massage Class
Desert View Housing 
Community Center

Wed. Nov. 14
9 - 10 a.m.

Each 5-week series teaches 
massage techniques and the 
benefits of infant massage 
therapy promoting attachment 
and bonding between 
the caregiver and child. 
Workshops are designed for 
parents of infants ages 0-1. 
Parents of toddlers and with  
multiple children are welcome. 
Registration is recommended 
but not required. To register or 
to get more information, call 
New Parent Support at 577-
6533.
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    As the calendar year winds down, our schedules spin 
up - November is here!
    We'll celebrate the birth of our Corps this month with 
two special events:
    The "Base Cake Cutting Ceremony" will be on 
Thursday, November 8 on the Nebo parade deck at 1000. 
Then on Saturday, November 17, we will come together 
for the "Base Birthday Ball" in Anaheim, California. 
Contact 1stSgt DeAnda at 760-577-6700 for Ball tickets.
    To all who supported Domestic Violence Awareness 
month activities – thank you. The Marine Corps 
continues to lead the way in eradicating this behavior 
from society by raising awareness, speaking out, and 
standing up for the weak.
    This month Staff Sgt. Michael Reed is executing 
Permanent Change of Station Orders to Okinawa, Japan 
while Cpl. Alicia Frost transitions from active duty – fair 
winds and following seas Marines!!

"Welcome Aboard!"
    Sgt. Josue Lopezarenas reports from Recruiting 
Station, Albuquerque, N.M., Cpl. Jordan Smith from 2nd 
Bn 11th Marines, Marine Corps Base Camp Pendleton, 
Calif., and, Lance Cpl. Lavarius Dirdon from HqBn 3d 
MarDiv, Okinawa, Japan. Welcome to the High Desert!
Recent Promotions:
Major Kevin Harris  1 November 2018
Sgt. Heriberto Castellon 1 November 2018
Cpl. Andy Molina  1 November 2018
Cpl. Cole Washburn  1 November 2018
Awarded: Sgt. Emily Rowe - Certificate of 
Commendation

    This Veterans Day, be 
reminded that freedom 
has a price. As 
Americans, the freedom 
we inherited was paid 
for with the blood, 
sweat, and sacrifices of 
veterans who have gone 
before us. This Veterans 
Day, please take the time 
to thank the veterans 
on whose shoulders 
we all stand. If you can 
make it, please join me at 
Mountain View Memorial 
Park and Cemetery Nov. 
11 at 11 a.m. for a special time of honoring our veterans. 
Their contributions and the sacrifices of their families, 
impact on this country for generations to come. Let 
us also recognize the families of our veterans, who all 
sacrificed, as well. Happy Veterans Day!
    This Thanksgiving, I am thankful for MCLB Barstow 
and the strategic role it plays in support of the nation's 
defense!
    A Town Hall meeting is scheduled at the Base Chapel 
on Nov. 27 as well as a Bonfire on Nov. 30 - details 
forthcoming.
Thank you for all you do.

Col. Craig C. Clemans
Base Commander

Col. Craig C. Clemans, USMC
Commanding Officer

MCLB Barstow, Calif.

Lieutenant Commander Jamie Rivas, Public Works 
Officer for Marine Corps Logistics Base Barstow, 

inspires attendees of the Barstow Women’s Club during 
their annual Salute to Women in the Military luncheon 
held at Los Domingo’s restaurant in Barstow, Calif., 
Nov 7. The BWC was established in 1922 and has been 
serving the Barstow area with scholarships, help to the 
needy and support to local charitable organizations. 
Also in attendance were Master Sgt. Tianna Tien, HqBn 
Communications Chief; Staff Sgt. Heather Austin, 
Utilities Chief with Fleet Support Division; Cpl. Alicia 
Frost, Headquarters Battalion Admin Assistant. The 
BWC members offered a special thanks to MCLB Barstow 
directors and supervisors who sponsored and paid for 
the luncheon for the Marines to attend the event.  

(Left) LCDR Jamie Rivas; Staff Sgt. Heather Austin; Cpl. Alicia 
Frost; MSgt. Tianna Tien; with Wendy Strand, BWC President, 
were honored by the Women’s Club, Nov. 7.

Salute to Women

Photo By: Jack Adamyk
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Photo By: Rob Jackson

Lt. Gen. Chiarotti visits MCLB Barstow

Photo By: Rob Jackson

Photo By: Jack Adamyk

Photo By: Keith Hayes

U.S. Marine Corps Lt. Gen. Charles G. Chiarotti, Deputy Commandant of 
Installation and Logistics, speaks with Chad Hildebrandt, Rail Operations 
Superintendent, aboard Marine Corps Logistics Base Barstow, California, 
Nov. 6.

(Left) Douglas Williams, artillery repair machinist, points out 
some details about one part of the M777 Howitzer breech 
mechanism to Lt. Gen. Charles G. Chiarotti, Deputy 
Commandant/Installations and Logistics Headquarters 
Marine Corps as Master Gunnery Sgt. Lance Baughman, 
senior enlisted advisor, looks on. The deputy commandant 

was touring Production Plant Barstow, Marine Depot 
Maintenance Command, Nov. 6.

After being met in front of the Headquarters building, 
Lieutenant General Charles G. Chiarotti, Deputy 
Commandant/Installations and Logistics, Headquarters 
Marines Corps, is  escorted in by Colonel Craig C. 
Clemans, Commanding Officer, Marine Corps Logistics 
Base Barstow, for introduction of staff and officers, Nov. 6.

Lieutenant General Charles G. Chiarotti, Deputy Commandant/
Installations and Logistics, Headquarters Marine Corps, meets 
with Tim and Kathy Hille, of the High Desert Marines, during an 
evening social at the Major General James. L. Day Conference 
Center aboard MCLB Barstow Nov. 6.



The Communications Shop at 
Production Plant Barstow, 

Marine Depot Maintenance 
Command, ensures the safety 
of Marines with quality artisan 
workmanship aboard the Yermo 
Annex aboard Marine Corps 
Logistics Base Barstow, Calif.
   The Shop dismantles, 
refurbishes and rebuilds 
communications systems for 
myriad equipment such as the 
Assault Amphibious Vehicles, 
Light Armored Vehicles, M88-
Heavy Equipment Recovery 
Utility Lift and Evacuation System 
vehicles, and the Logistic Vehicle 
System Replacement. 
   “We work on several types of 
components, such as the Vic 2, 3 
and 5,” said Daniel Sica, 
Integrated Systems Mechanical 
Leader, a native of Syracuse, New 
York.
   “VIC 2, 3 and 5 are 
communications systems used in 
various vehicles,” said Robert 
Munroe, Integrated Systems 
Mechanical Supervisor. “We also 
have TOCNET, another type of 
communication system used on 
other vehicles.”
   Sica served 11 and one-half 
years in the Marine Corps as a 
diesel mechanic. After a few years 
in the civilian world, and a bit 
of training in electronics, he 
accepted a position with PPB in 
2005. He is very passionate about 
his work. 
   “In my opinion, it is one of the 
most important pieces of a 
vehicle, because if you don’t have 
communication, you can’t warn 
someone of danger, such as 
enemy locations, or perhaps 
enemy fire,” Sica said. “Without 
communications, most trained 
people don’t move. They stay set. 
With communication, if someone 
is lost, they can be found.” 
   With nine personnel in the 
shop, including Munroe, the team 

continues to meet demand with 
some innovative management 
strategies. The New York native 
joined the Corps in 1980. He was 
a Marine at the plant for nine 
years, as a Staff Sergeant. He 
retired from the Marine Corps 
while working at PPB and came 
back to work for the plant as a 
civilian. He has since been at PPB 
as a civilian for 17 years now. 
One of his strategies is to ensure 
that each person can perform the 
duties of others in the shop. 
   “We cross train on every work 
station, so we know how to do 
each job in the shop,” said Ronald 
Arnoldy, Integrated Systems 
Mechanic, another Marine 
Corps veteran. As a Marine, he 
worked in Communications as 
well. “I worked in the Comm. 
Centers mainly. I also worked 
at the electronics maintenance 
companies in both (Marine 
Corps Base) Camp Lejeune and 
Okinawa.”
   “We try to get everyone in the 
shop learning all of the different 
variances and vehicles, so that if 
there’s anyone who is 
not here, anyone can go 
in and put it together,” 
Sica explained. 
   The average turn-
around is about 90 – 
180 days depending on 
the type of equipment. 
Some of the kits are 
broken down into 
component kits. 
   “We reprogram it, 
make sure everything is 
working correctly,” Sica 
said. “When we get done 
with it, we tie up all of 
the cables and make 
sure all of the cables are 
routed throughout the 
vehicle properly. Then 
we conduct another test 
run inside the vehicle to 
verify that everything is 
functioning properly.”
   Inside some of the 
boxes, there are tiny 
connections which may 

be broken because of whatever 
was done out in the field, 
explained Arnoldy, a native of 
Tipton, Kansas. It takes acute 
attention to detail to find each 
and every connection and ensure 
that it’s functioning properly. 
   “Everything is refurbished to 
Condition Code A,” Sica said. “It 
only goes back into the vehicles 
and back into the field once it 
reaches that level of quality.” 
   Condition Code A means that 
the equipment is in as good as or 
better than the manufacturer’s 
original specifications.
   “Since most of the employees in 
the shop are prior military, they 
really understand that it’s about 
helping the Marine Corps and 
making sure the Marine out in the 
field gets what they need in order 
to perform their duties,” said 
Munroe. 

Photo By: Keith Hayes

Comm Shop ensures safety of Marines
Story by: Laurie Pearson
CommStrat Chief

Ronald Arnoldy, electronics mechanic, Communications 
Shop, prepares to remove an intercom box for repair from 
an Amphibious Assault Vehicle at Production Plant 
Barstow, Marine Depot Maintenance Command, aboard 
the Yermo Annex of Marine Corps Logistics Base Barstow, 
Calif., Nov. 1. Arnoldy has worked for PPB for more than 
30 years. He is a 20-year veteran of the Marine Corps who 
retired as a gunnery sergeant and began work for the 
Plant the next month. 7



The push is on aboard Marine Corps Logistics Base 
Barstow, Calif., to educate the public on the proper 

use of recycling bins.
“Last year the Qualified Recycling Program for the 

base made $120,000 before operating cost and fines 
were deducted,” said Arley Lessard, the Environmental 
Protection Specialist who oversees the QRP aboard 
base.

She explained that the money left after operating 
costs, is distributed to various organizations on base 
such as the Marine Corps Ball, to Marine Corps 
Community Services for their events, and to support 
the Single Marine Program.

Believe it or not, among the biggest moneymakers 
for the recycling program is cardboard harvested from 
the metal dumpsters with “Cardboard Only” labels on 
the front.

“Cardboard is worth around 5 or 6 cents a pound 
depending on the market,” Lessard said. “That’s from 
$100 to $120 a ton we earn for cardboard.”

The program also makes “a ton” of money from 
recycling vehicle batteries and scrap metal.

However, Lessard said whenever trash is put in 
recycling bins, the base has to pay a fine for processing 
and removing the trash from the usable papers, bottles 
and cans.

“What the workers at the Mixed Recyclables Facility 
in Victorville do is pull one of our loads aside and run 
it through the machines on its own so that they can get 
the exact percentage of the materials in that load,” 
she said. “If there’s a lot of trash, or residue, say ten 
percent, then they use that as a base line to fine us 
for each load until whenever they do the test again in 
several months.”

Disposing of the residue pulled from the recycling 
stream costs the base nearly $48 a ton, and that has to 
be subtracted from any money the base gets. 

“So when somebody puts trash in the recycle bins, 
that costs the base money to process and the 
organizations that get a share of the recycling profits 
will get that much less,” Lessard said.

She said the blue bins, or in some cases, dark gray, 
with the iconic recycling triangle logo found all over 
the base are to be used only for comingled recyclable 
material including but not limited to paper, bottles, 
and aluminum cans.

“We don’t make any money off the comingled 
recyclables because of the cost of processing 
each load,” Lessard pointed out. “But if we had a 

cleaner recycling stream then we wouldn’t have to pay 
as much in processing and in fact would start making 
money from those recyclables.”

She said cardboard put in a comingled recycle bin is 
still recycled, but the weight is not added to the 
cardboard total, so, once again, the base makes no 
money off of that.

“The committee meetings I attend regarding the 
distribution of funds from the QRP are among my 
favorite because they have a positive impact on our 
environment and morale aboard base,” said Lt. Col. 
Timothy Silkowski, base executive officer. “When 
people aren’t attentive to what they’re putting in the 
comingled recycling bins that is actually taking money 
away from worthy programs on base. Programs that 
can, for example, lower the cost of tickets to the 
Marine Corps Ball.”

“The more money we make on the recycling 
program means more money for morale and welfare 
uses on base,” Lessard concluded.

Recycling means money for MCLB Barstow
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Story by: Keith Hayes
CommStrat Planner

Infographic courtesy of the City of Barstow



For the second time in 11 months 
Sgt. Emily C. Rowe is named the 

Noncommissioned Officer of the 
Quarter for Marine Corps Logistics 
Base Barstow, Calif.

Rowe is a member of the Mounted 
Color Guard, who was picked as 
NCO of the Quarter for the third 
quarter and was also the NCOOTQ 
for the first quarter of 2018.

She said she does not perform her 
duty with winning any awards in 
mind; she just wants to do her job.

“I try and set a good example for 
the junior Marines, not just do as I 
say, but also do as I do,” Rowe said.

Corporal Jeremy Gauna with the 
MCG, who is also the Marine of the 
Year for 2018, said Sgt. Rowe is an 
excellent leader who pushes the 
junior Marines to their limits and 
beyond to make them better. “She 
gives 100 percent of herself to 
leading us and making us grow as 
people and Marines,” he said.

She was an experienced horse 
handler before she arrived, which is 
not the norm for Marines assigned 
to the exclusive detail.

Also, Rowe’s path to the MCG was 
not the usual one. Most Marines do 
not usually ask for the duty. Rowe 
said once she heard about the MCG 
she applied for the posting and 
didn’t stop until she got it.

That also meant Rowe had to 

unlearn some 
riding habits so 
she could ride 
the way the 
MCG wanted 
her to ride, but 
even that has 
a silver lining. 
“Riding with 
the Mounted 
Color Guard has 
made me a better 
rider and made 
me appreciate 
the finer points 
of handling a 
horse,” she said.

Even though 
she has become 
use to the crowds 
who turn out 
to watch their 
riding team’s 
performances, 
she still finds 
their reaction 
gratifying. “The 
support and good reactions from 
people in the audience is humbling 
and I’m happy to see it.”

The native of Great Falls, Mont., 
has been to ten states on more than 
a hundred visits since she arrived at 
the base in January.

Rowe said any Marines applying 
for the MCG must be prepared to 
work.

“I recommend that they have a 
strong work ethic,” she said. “It’s not 

just some fun and games where you 
ride around on a horse and call it a 
day. There’s a lot of time and effort 
spent on the ground before you 
even get on the horse.”

She appreciates being named as 
NCO of the Quarter twice in one 
year and urges others to work 
toward that goal.

“Everybody should be trying to 
get me off that wall and get their 
face up there instead.”

The neighs have it again for NCO of the Quarter
Story by: Keith Hayes
CommStrat Planner

Sergeant Emily Rowe, Mounted Color Guard stableman, receives the 
NCO of the Quarter award for the third quarter from Pacific Marine 
Credit Union Barstow branch manager Stacey McvCray aboard 
Marine Corps Logistics Base Barstow, Calif., Oct. 30.

Photo By: Jack Adamyk
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Violet Aragon, warehouse specialist, Fleet Support Division, tosses 
a corn-filled bag during a game of "Cornhole" as her teammate 
Viola Edwards, supply system analyst, stands by. Games, food and 
fun were on tap Nov. 7, as FSD personnel were treated to an 
Employee Appreciation Day luncheon

Fleet Support Division personnel take time out for Employee Appreciation 
Day Nov. 7, aboard the Yermo Annex of Marine Corps Logistics Base 
Barstow, Calif. Food and games endorsed by FSD director Lt. 
Col. Tarrell Giersch to "promote unity and comaraderie among 
FSD employees."



Happy 243rd Birthday, Marines

Photo By: Jack Adamyk

Marines participated in the annual Marine Corps birthday 
cake cutting ceremony at Production Plant Barstow aboard 
Marine Corps Logistics Base Barstow, Calif., Oct. 26.

Photo By: Laurie Pearson
Captain Adam Rahman, Headquarters Company commanding 
officer, serves Marine Corps birthday cake to the oldest and 
youngest Marines present at the birthday celebration held at the 
Veterans Home of California Barstow, Calif., Nov. 6. The oldest 
Marine is 98-year-old Guy "Dean" Smith who served in the 
Marine Corps from 1939 to 1948, while the youngest Marine is 
18-year-old Lance Cpl. Alexas Toomer,  legal services clerk, who 
enlisted in Dec. 2017.

Colonel Craig C. Clemans, commander, Marine Corps Logistics Base 
Barstow, Calif., prepares to make the first cut in the Marine Corps 
birthday cake, Nov. 8. Next to him, the oldest Marine present prepares to 
accept the first piece of the cake and take the first bite before passing it on 
to 18-year-old Lance Cpl. Alexas Toomer, the youngest Marine present. 
The 243rd Marine Corps Birthday celebration was held on the parade 
deck at the base.

Photo By: Keith Hayes

Photo By: Jack Adamyk

Retired Marine 76-year-old William Ponder passes the first piece of 
Marine Corps birthday cake to 18-year-old Lance Cpl. Alexas Toomer, 

the youngest Marine on base, as Col. Craig C. Clemans, 
commander, MCLB Barstow, looks on, Nov. 810
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A Birthday Message from the 
Commandant of the Marine Corps




