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   PROSPECTOR
THE

Scott Torres, firefighter and medic with Marine 
Corps Logistics Base Barstow's Security and 
Emergency Services repairs a leak on a training 
rig used during the hazardous materials training 
held aboard base, Feb. 15. The training provides 
realistic scenarios in which firefighters must 
respond with dexterity and precision.   
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GAIN TIME. 
DON’T LOSE IT.
Eliminate time-wasters
with the Department of the Navy Civilian Employee 
Assistance Program (DONCEAP).

Services are confidential and offered as a FREE benefit from the Department of the Navy to you and your family members.

1-844-DONCEAP
1-844-366-2327
TTY: 1-888-262-7848

International: 001-866-829-0270

DONCEAP.foh.psc.gov

Back Cover : Laurie Pearson

Scott Figueroa, QRP assistant and Jack 
Adamyk, laborer, collect discarded items and 
scrap metal for recycling on Marine Corps 
Logistics Base Barstow, Calif., Feb. 14. To 
schedule a pick-up call Arley Lessard, QRP 
manager at 577-6941.
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Marines and soldiers work together to transfer STRYKERS off of 
railcars aboard Marine Corps Logistics Base Barstow, Calif., Feb. 
8. The STRYKERS are in transit via railway to the Army's National 

Training Center at Fort Irwin for training exercises conducted 
over the next month. Transporting equipment by railway saves the 
military millions of dollars per year. 



News Briefs

Leave Share Program
Individuals currently affected by 
medical emergencies and in need 
of leave donations:

John Gilbert Romero

Anyone desiring to donate annual 
leave under the Leave Share Program 
should contact the Human Resources 
Office at 577-6915.

Baby Boot Camp
Desert Housing 

Community Center
Wed. March 15

9 - 11 a.m.

Join the New Parent Support 
Program for expecting moms 
and moms of children ages 0-18 
months for information on 
diapering, bathing, health and 
safety, soothing a crying baby, 
infant growth and development , 
infant care, and infant oral health. 
Children are welcome! For more 
information call 577-6533.

Self-Defense Class
Semper Fit Gym
Wed. March. 15

6 - 8 p.m.

All ages and skill levels are 
welcome to attend this free 
class. Even if you don't want 
to participate you can watch 
and learn how to be your own 
personal safety advocate. For 
more information call 577-6533. 
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Play Morning
Community Center

Friday Feb. 24
9 a.m.

Come join in the fun! All active 
duty service members and their 
dependents with children are invited 
to come enjoy singing, stories, crafts 
and play-time. Make new friends 
and learn something new each 
week. For more information contact 
New Parent Support at 577-6533. 

Dr. Seuss Birthday Bash
McTureous Hall

Bldg. 218
Thur. March 2

10 - 12 p.m.

Come celebrate one of the world's 
most famous authors Dr. Seuss 
and Read Across America Day 
with fun games, story times, crafts 
and more. For more information 
call Library Services 577-6395.

Energy Tip

Use an electronic power 
strip for your electonic 
equipment. By plugging 
electronic devices into a 
power strip and turning it 
off when not in use could 
save up to $100 dollars a 
year. 

YOGA Classes
Semper Fit Gym
Tues. & Thurs.
11:30 - 12 p.m.

YOGA is a system of breathing 
practices, postures and 
meditation intended to integrate 
the body and mind to restore 
flexibility and promote calmness. 
Classes are $3 drop-in or you 
may purchase a monthly pass for 
$25.00. For more information 
call 577-6898.

Tax Preparation
Assistance

Office of General Counsel 
Bldg. 236

Feb. 24 & March 10
9 a.m. - 4 p.m.

Free tax help for active duty, retirees 
and MCLB civilian employees. Active 
duty and dependents need military/
dependent ID's. Civilians and retirees 
bring Social Security Card with 
proper ID. Bring all applicable tax 
forms. Form 1361-C is required for 
services; it is located at: https://www.
irs.gov/pub/irs.-pdf/f13614c.pdf. 
This form will also be available to fill 
out. To schedule an appointment call 
760-830-4829. Walk in services will 
also be available. 

Family Restaurant
Will be closed

Feb. 23 -March 5

Exciting changes as the Family 
Restaurant goes under renovation 
to better serve you. NY Deli Food 
Truck will be available during the 
renovations. Breakfast 6 - 8:30 a.m. 
and Lunch 10:30 - 1 p.m. Grand 
reopening includes a new menu 
and new name starting March 6.



A program to improve the security of bicycles, 
skateboards and scooters as well beautify the 

base housing community has been launched aboard 
Marine Corps Logistics Base Barstow.

Michael Reyes is a physical security specialist with 
Security and Emergency Services Department on 
base.

He said recently he was driving past the bus 
stop at the intersection of Montezuma and Inchon 
streets in the Desert View Housing Community 
and saw bicycles, skateboards and scooters lying on 
the ground and sidewalk rather than secured in the 
bicycle rack directly behind the bus kiosk.

“The command put that bike rack there 
specifically to help the children going to school 
secure their bikes,” he said. 

Reyes said there are three reasons the children’s 
equipment needs to be locked up in the rack.

“The first thing is the appearance of the housing 
area when you approach it,” he said. “The second thing 
is there is a sidewalk where the bicycles laying on the 
ground could hinder walking on the sidewalk. The 
third issue is the aspect of security of the unattended 
equipment.”

Granted, he said, MCLB Barstow is a gated 
community where the possibility of theft is less than 
out in the city of Barstow, but it only takes seconds to 
stop a vehicle, toss a bike in the back and drive away.

“This base may not be the biggest in the Marine 
Corps,” Reyes said, “but when these children go 
to another base that is much bigger and that has 
established rules, developing good personal property 
security habits is important.

“So, if the parents and the children can help the 
command and us, from a law enforcement crime 
prevention aspect, that would be greatly appreciated,” 
Reyes said.

To that end, Reyes said the command has 
authorized establishing a program to encourage 
students to lock up their equipment in the provided 
rack as well as to mark their bicycles to make them 
easy to identify.

“The first step in making the base community more 
secure and to present a better appearance is awareness 
of the problem through The Prospector article.

“We could easily put a bike etching program into 
place to make distinct marks, numbers or whatever on 
the bicycle to make them easier to identify in the event 
they get stolen,” he said.

“The parents can call our office and set up a 
date and time for us to come out and assist them in 
marking their children’s bicycles,” Reyes explained.

After a roughly 60-day timeframe, Reyes said 
other measures would be taken. “I have spoken to the 
command and there is a plan in action,” he added.

“We want the bicycles, skateboards and scooters 
secured so that nobody has a temptation to take from 
others. There is a bike rack there. We don’t want the 
children to throw their bikes on the ground. We want 
them to be responsible and put their bikes in the rack 
and secure them,” Reyes said.

To call and arrange an appointment to etch your 
child’s bicycle, skateboard or scooter with identifying 
marks, contact Michael Reyes at 577-6858 or Charles 
Ayers at 6855.

Bicycle security awareness
Story and photos by: Keith Heyes
Public Affairs Specialist 
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Unsecured bicycles, skateboards, and scooters left by the school 
children lay on the ground at the intersection of Montezuma and 
Inchon streets in the Desert View Estates housing area, Feb. 14. A 
bicycle rack is provided for securing property directly behind the bus 
stop kiosk across the street, but it goes virtually unused.

Despite easy acces to a bicycle rack where childen can secure their 
property prior to taking the school bus at the intersection of Montezuma 
and Inchon streets, bikes, skateboards, and schooters are left unsecured 
in the Desert View Estates housing area board MCLB Barstow, making 
a tempting target for thieves, Feb. 14.



The Logistics Vehicle System Replacement, or LVSR, is a 
line of massive trucks currently being repaired, upgraded 

and up-armored at Production Plant Barstow, Marine Depot 
Corps Maintenance Command, aboard the Yermo Annex of 
Marine Corps Logistics Base Barstow, Calif.

Kenny Phillips is the branch head at PPB for the LVSR 
line.

He said the newer version of the more than 22-ton vehicle 
is taking the place of the MK48 line of vehicles which were 
less armored and less versatile to the warfighter, especially 
in theaters where mountainous and rugged terrain made 
operating traditional military equipment problematic.

James Stradling is the heavy mobile equipment supervisor 
for the LVSR line and has worked at PPB for 34 years.

“To me, it’s a big Tonka toy. It’s massive, it’s strong, 
you can abuse it and it’ll keep on trucking,” he said. “It’s 
designed to go off-roading and be abused. You can take it 
into any type of terrain you’re willing to take it to so you can 
get equipment and supplies to the warfighter.”

Otoniel Avalos, a native Barstownian and the LVSR work 
leader at PPB, said the capabilities of the LVSR line are 
impressive.

“It comes in three different configurations,” Avalos said. “The AMK18 (Armored MK18) cargo version is capable 
of lifting and carrying up to 20-foot long containers that weigh up to 50,000 pounds, like the kind you find on 
cargo ships or being hauled by a semi. You can put a flat rack on it so you can haul vehicles. It has a boom on it and 
hydraulics that allow it to pull out vehicles that are stuck. You can also put a troop carrier on the back capable of 
carrying up to 20 people.”

Charles Allen, a native of Harrison, Mich., is one of the heavy equipment mechanics working on the LVSR line.
“The (Caterpillar Inc., built) engine is a 600 horsepower inline 

six twin turbo with direct fuel injection, and that creates a lot of 
torque (pulling power),” Allen explained.

He said there are also features on the LVSR to get personnel out 
of problem situations.

“The engine, transmission, transfer case and the hydraulics for 
the suspension and the boom all run on the same 15-40 oil that 
makes it very versatile to maintain in the field.

“In case you have a disabled LVSR and the boom is stuck out, 
or you need to get a container deck off, you can attach this LVSR 
to another LVSR to run off its hydraulics to complete the mission,” 
Allen said.

If there are no other LVSRs around, Allen said a hand crank can 
also be attached to allow for limited operation.

He said all of the LVSR AMKR equipment is interchangeable 
across all branches of the military.

“The LVSR is used by the Marine Corps, the Air Force and the 
Navy, so parts from one LVSR can be used on another LVSR with 
no problem,” he said.

“The suspension is self-levelling and adjustable by the driver in 
the cab,” Allen said. That feature goes a long way in eliminating the 
tipping problem which was a concern with the top heavy MK 48 
line.

“The CTIS (constant tire inflation system) allows the driver to 
inflate or deflate the tires from inside the cab to handle any terrain,” 
he said.

LVSR is the workhorse of the military
Story and photos by: Keith Heyes
Public Affairs Specialist 

The interior of a utilitarian crew capsule for an AMKR 
vehicle at Production Plant Barstow, Marine Depot 
Maintenance Command, Feb 14. The opening in the roof 
allows for the mounting of a machine gun turret. The egress 
windshield yet to be installed allows the cab occupants to 

push out the glass to exit the vehicle should doors 
be inoperable.6

Charles Allen, heavy mobile equipment mechanic, checks the lifting 
boom operability of the cargo model AMKR18, at Production Plant 
Barstow, Marine Depot Maintenance Command, aboard Marine 
Corps Logistics Base Barstow, Calif., Feb. 14. The truck can haul up to 
a 20-foot cargo container, a troop carrier or a flatbed for transporting 
vehicles. It can also pull vehicles out of sticky situations.



 “I love these vehicles. Their capabilities are awesome,” Allen 
said. “They’re the largest vehicles I’ve ever worked on. Their 
versatility, the armor, and the suspension are all state of the art.”

Avalos said the most important aspect of the more than 100 
upgrades they were making to the LVSR is the heavily armored 
crew cab which allows a much better chance for surviving an 
improvised explosive device (IED) blast.

“The cab has full wrap-around armor and weighs about 5,500 
pounds itself,” he said. “We’ve just installed egress windows in the 
cab, too. If for some reason the personnel can’t get out through the 
doors they just pull up on the handles and the windshield pushes 
out.”

“The cab has a feature that allows for a gunner’s turret mount 
where you can put a machine gun on top of the cab,” Avalos said.

Stradling, who is originally from Williams, Ariz., said the safety 
of the crew is the highest priority and it shows in the design and 
operation of the LVSR.

“The most important job we have is to make sure that 
everything that goes out to the Marine Corps and other branches 

of the military makes the occupants as safe as possible,” he said. 
“All of the artisans have the single-minded goal to make sure 

that it works the way it’s intended to,” he said. “We put out a quality 
product so that the Marines that go out to the field come back 
alive.”

When the members of the LVSR line first get a damaged vehicle into the plant, they begin the IROAN or Inspect 
and Repair Only As Necessary process.

“We disassemble it all the way down to the bare frame,” Stradling said. “We inspect the chassis. It gets steam 
blasted, painted and corrosion checked. We check the frames and make sure they’re straight and then build them 
back up. We start with the suspension and pull all the hubs off and rebuild the entire vehicle.”

“The LVSR crewmembers know that what they do here reflects out in the theater and they take pride in doing the 
work properly,” he said.

Phillips said desert war has taught the military and the manufacturers a lot of important lessons.
“The thing we have learned in Afghanistan and Iraq is the way they fight over there,” he said. “They have IEDs. 

That means the blast comes up from underneath. That’s what inspired the armored crew capsules.”
Phillips concluded with a sentiment shared by the other members of the LVSR crew.
“All the people that work here come in every day so that we can send the warfighter the gear that allows them to 

survive and come back to their families,” he said.

LVSR is the workhorse of the military

Teodoro Huerta, a former Army staff sergeant who has been 
deployed to the Middle East, is a heavy mobile equipment 
mechanic on the LVSR AMKR line at Production Plant 
Barstow, Marine Depot Maintenance Command. He is 
installing hydraulic lines on the AMKR at the plant, Feb. 14.

A damaged AMKR vehicle sits awaiting repairs at Production Plant 
Barstow, Marine Depot Maintenance Command, Feb. 14. Despite the 
massive engine and all tires but one being blown off and the exterior 

of the cab mangled by the blast of an improvised explosive device, the 
up-armored crew capsule of the vehicle did its job and all of the 
Marines inside survived the blast. 7



Firefighters from Marine Corps Logistics Base 
Barstow, Marine Corps Base Camp Pendleton, 

the Army’s Fort Irwin, and the cities of Anaheim, 
Barstow and Victorville, are engaged in ongoing 
training in the handling of hazardous materials 
through courses held aboard MCLB Barstow, Calif. 

“We plan, train and prepare for all types of CBRNE 
(Chemical, Biological, 
Radiological, Nuclear and 
High Yield Explosives) and 
Hazmat incidents,” said Korey 
Butz, CBRNE protection 
officer. He has more than 
16 years of experience in 
emergency and disaster 
management between MCLB 
Barstow and the U.S. Army 
as well as the Department 
of State’s Weapons of Mass 
Destruction Countermeasures 
Division. “This training will 
be exercised later this year in 
a biological full-scale exercise 
on the installation. A new 
base order for installation 
CBRNE protection is in the 
works, as well as a shelter in 
place/evacuation plan for 
CBRNE events.” 

The training is required 
by law and provided through 
the California Specialized 
Training Institute, California 
Office of Emergency Services 
(CalOES), said Butz. The 
contractor that conducts the 
instruction is IEC, Industrial 
Emergency Council, and 
the instructors have all 
been retired firefighters 
assigned to HazMat teams or 
environmental response units 
throughout California. All of 
the instructors, so far, have all  had over 25 years of 
service in the field.

At the end of the first phase of training, the 
firefighters will be certified as Hazardous Materials 
Technicians, allowing them to respond to incidents 
involving hazardous materials effectively.

“The curriculum covers everything pertaining to 
HazMat response, including, Chemistry, weather, 
laws, highway and rail transportation, portable and 

fixed storage facilities, terrorism, drug labs, 

chemical reference materials, identifying unknown 
chemicals, chemical protective clothing, safety, and 
Incident Command System,” explained Jim Lytle, IEC 
Training instructor. 

“HazMat training is essential, because it is one 
of the many types of emergencies MCLB Barstow 
Fire and Emergency Services personnel respond to,” 
said Gregory Kunkel, emergency medical services 
chief on base. “It is crucial that fire personnel 
have an understanding in chemical properties and 

emergency procedures in 
mitigating intentional and 
unintentional releases of 
these products.”

During the training, 
they engage in hands-on 
exercises in full Personal 
Protective Equipment, 
to include a protective 
suit and Self-Contained 
Breathing Apparatus. While 
in this gear they must plug, 
patch or otherwise stop 
the release of simulated 
hazardous substances. They 
also simulate injuries, for 
which they must implement 
rescue equipment and 
personnel decontamination 
procedures. Logistically, 
this area could face various 
hazardous risks. 

“The railroads and 
Highways 15 and 40 
could present a significant 
problem,” Lytle said, “with 
the amount of hazardous 
materials transported thru 
this area.”

The next goal is to 
certify the firefighters as 
specialists in the handling 
of HazMat explained Butz. 
The duties of a specialist 
mirror those of the 
technicians, but include 
more specific knowledge 

of various substances and would act as site liaison to 
government authorities.

“The training is very beneficial to our job,” said 
Dallas Joyner, firefighter with MCLB Barstow. “It’s 
realistic training, with instruments and tools we 
would actually be using. The training makes us that 
much more effective at our jobs.”

Firefighters train in hazardous materials
Story and photos by: Laurie Pearson
Public Affairs Specialist
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Firefighters and other emergency personnel assisted one 
another in getting into and out of protective gear, as part of 
their hazardous materials training held aboard Marine Corps 
Logistics Base Barstow, Calif., Feb. 15.



Firefighters train in hazardous materials

Firefighters work together in full protective gear to remove and replace faulty 
equipment, to include wrapping delicate plumber's tape which proved tricky in 
the thick rubber gloves,  during hazardous materials training held aboard Marine 
Corps Logistics Base Barstow, Calif., Feb. 15. 

Simulated spills and leaks are repaired by firefighters 
during hazardous materials training held aboard 
Marine Corps Logistics Base Barstow, Calif., Feb. 15. 

Firefighters respond to a simulated injury of another firefighter 
during hazardous materials training held aboard Marine Corps 
Logistics Base Barstow, Calif., Feb. 15. The training affords firefighters 
the opportunity to get hands-on experience dealing with realistic 

scenarios and specialized equipment they would use in the event of 
a real emergency. 
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Around the Corps

BANGKOK, Thailand - Chief Petty Officer 1st Class Pairoj Prasansai, a 
jungle survival training instructor assigned to the Thai Reconnaissance 
Battalion, pours cobra blood into the mouth of a Marine with 2nd 
Battalion, 5th Marines during a jungle survival training as part 
of Cobra Gold 2017. Cobra Gold, in its 36th iteration, is the largest 
Theater Security Cooperation exercise in the Indo-Asia-Pacific. 
This year’s focus is to advance regional security and ensure effective 
responses to regional crises by bringing together a robust multinational 
force to address shared goals and security commitments in the Indo-
Asia-Pacific region.

Marine Corps Air Station Yuma, Az. - Marines with the Marine 
Corps Silent Drill Platoon executes the “bursting bomb” during a 
portion of their month-long training phase as a part of the Marine 
Corps Battle Color Detachment (BCD) aboard Marine Corps Air 
Station Yuma, Az., Feb. 10, 2017. The BCD is comprised of the 
Marine Corps Silent Drill Platoon, “The Commandant’s Own,” the 
United States Marine Drum & Bugle Corps and the Marine Corps 
Color Guard. The unit’s overall mission while training aboard 
MCAS Yuma, is to hone and perfect their precision drill movements 
and musical ballads for not only the coming West and East Coast 
tours, but as well as the ceremonial duties they are tasked with 
year-round as units of Marine Barracks Washington. 

NEW ORLEANS - (From left to right) Sgt. Nikolas Bruce, chemical, 
biological, radiological and nuclear defense reconnaissance 
fireteam leader, Lance Cpl. Thomas Paulson, CBRN defense 
specialist and Lance Cpl. Jonathan White, CBRN defense specialist 
with Combat Logistics Regiment 45, 4th Marine Logistics Group, 
Marine Forces Reserve, conduct reconnaissance of an abandoned 
building during an assessment and consequence management team 
training exercise at Marine Corps Support Facility, New Orleans, 
Feb. 8, 2017. During the exercise, Marines practiced responding to 
a chemical threat. The Marines conducted area reconnaissance, 
sample collection and classification of unknown substances. 

HAT YAO, Thailand - Assault amphibious vehicles from Thailand, 
the Republic of Korea and the U.S. come ashore during an 
amphibious capabilities demonstration at Hat Yao, in Rayong 
Province, Thailand, during exercise Cobra Gold, Feb. 17, 2017. 
Cobra Gold is a multinational training exercise developed to 
strengthen security and interoperability between the Kingdom of 
Thailand, the U.S. and other participating nations. 

Photo by: Sgt. Ian Ferro

Photo by: Cpl. Robert Knapp

Photo by: Petty Officer 2nd Class Marc Castaneda

Photo by: Cpl. Wesley Timm
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