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Americans paused to remember the September 11, 2001, terror attacks which killed nearly 3,000 people in New York, Virginia, and a field 
in Somerset County in western Pennsylvania. President Donald Trump and First Lady Melania were at the Tower of Voices Sept. 11. The 
monument was constructed by the National Park Service to pay homage to those who died aboard Flight 93. Unveiled Sept. 9, the 93-foot 
tall structure made of concrete and steel features 40 chimes, one for each of the passengers on the ill-fated flight.



News Briefs
Leave Share Program

Individuals currently affected 
by medical emergencies and in 
need of leave donations:
Adams, James Jr.
Holt, Shayna
Jones, Anna
Morrill, Jerry
Renteria, April
Ulmer, Wayne
Anyone desiring to donate annual 
leave under the Leave Share 
Program should contact the 
Human Resources Office at 577-
6915.

Story Time & Craft
McTureous Hall

Tues. Sept. 18
10 - 11 a.m.

Story time and Craft is geared 
towards babies and toddler age 
children. We read stories, sing 
songs and make crafts! We learn 
how to sit quietly, listen and 
share with our friends! For more 
information call Library Services 
at 577-6395. 

Infant Massage Class
Desert View Housing 
Community Center

Wed. Sept. 19
9 - 10 a.m.

Each 5-week series teaches 
massage techniques and the 
benefits of infant massage 
therapy promoting attachment 
and bonding between the 
caregiver and child. Workshops 
are designed for parents of 
infants ages 0-1. Parents of 
toddlers and with  multiple 
children are welcome. 
Registration is recommended 
but not required. To register or 
to get more information, call 
New Parent Support at 577-
6533.

Operation Tobacco Free 
Marine

Semper Fit Gym
Mon. Sept. 17

11:30 a.m. - 12 p.m.

The "Operation Tobacco Free 
Marine" Tobacco Cessation 
Program provides the tools and 
resources to help you become 
tobacco free. Individual and 
group classes are available 
to the entire Marine Corps 
community.

Screens and Strikes
Movie Night

Leatherneck Lanes
Fri. Sept. 14

All Day

Two dollar bowling specials 
with shoes included. We'll be 
watching the family friendly 
movie "Ferdinand". For more 
information contact Leatherneck 
Lanes at 577-6264 or visit www.
mccsbarstow.com/bowling/.

Play Morning
Desert View Housing
Community Center

Fri. Sept. 14
9 - 11 a.m.

Come join in the fun! Play 
morning is every Friday. All active 
duty service members and their 
dependents are invited to come 
enjoy singing, stories, crafts and 
have structured play time with toys 
and interactive time learning how 
to socialize babies and toddlers. 
Make new friends and learn 
something new each week. For 
more information contact New 
Parent Support at 577-6533. 

Sugar Loaf Social
Bldg. 38

Fri. Sept. 14
4 - 9 p.m.

Come on down and have fun with 
your friends and co-workers at happy 
hour from 4 - 6 p.m. Snacks such as 
mozzarella sticks, nachos, chicken 
tenders, fries and more are available 
for purchase. Enjoy a game of darts 
and pool. 

Energy Tip

Use a broom to clean 
driveways, sidewalks, and 
patios instead of water. 
Saves 8 - 18 gallons of water 
per minute.
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The two entrance gates aboard the Yermo Annex of 
Marine Corps Logistics Base Barstow have 

changed roles to increase security and allow for more 
efficient processing of incoming and outgoing traffic.

William Atkinson, deputy chief, Marine Corps 
Police Department, said the gate near the landmark 
Peggy Sue’s 50’s Dinner on Yermo Road as of 
September 10, is now the main entrance for all 
workers aboard the Annex 24 hours a day, seven days 
a week.

Atkinson said one of the reasons for the switch is 
because the MCPD now has sufficient personnel to 
man both gates.

It also means that what had been the main gate near 
the Lt. Col. Robert A. Lindsley, USMC Ret., Base 
Stables, is now the Commercial Vehicle Inspection 
Gate.

Employees in private vehicles can still enter this 
gate during its operating hours of 7 a.m. to 3:30 p.m., 
Atkinson explained, but commercial vehicle traffic 
takes precedence, so be prepared for delays as trucks 
are searched before entering the base.

The commercial vehicle gate is also open during 
peak traffic times of 5:45 to 6:30 a.m. and 3:45 to 4:30 
p.m. Monday through Friday, and from 2:45 p.m. to 
3:30 p.m. on non-Regular Day Off Fridays.

 Commercial vehicles are not allowed on base until 
7 a.m. or after 3 p.m.

Atkinson said the added benefit of using the Peggy 
Sue gate as the main entrance means most employees 
who work at the base will not have to contend with 

trains as they make their way to work. There are no 
rail lines between the 15 Freeway Calico Road exit 
and Yermo Road, unlike the railways intersecting with 
Yermo Road if workers use the I-40 Freeway on their 
way to work.

The Peggy Sue’s Gate had been the front entrance 
for the Yermo Annex for decades, but that changed 
because of security measures enacted nationwide after 
the terrorist attack on September 11, 2001, against the 
World Trade Center in New York City.

Following 9-11 the gate was still used for brief 
periods at the beginning and end of each work day. 
“The Peggy Sue Gate had been used for rush hour 
traffic,” Atkinson clarified, “from 5:30 to 6:30 in the 
morning and 3:30 to 4:30 in the afternoons.”

Atkinson said Marine Corps Order 5530.14A, Ch. 
5003, requires that each Marine Corps installation 
establish Entrance Control Facilities to allow for a 
separate entrance for commercial vehicles so they 
could be searched for contraband such as explosives, 
weapons, and drugs.

Until recent staffing boosts, the MCPD was unable 
to establish those separate ECFs for the Yermo Annex, 
but had set them up for the Nebo side of MCLB 
Barstow.

Atkinson said establishing separate entrances for 
commercial and POVs would make the base safer and 
more secure with dedicated ECFs.

“There’ll be less interaction between private 
vehicles and commercial vehicles; therefore, if a fire, 
spill, or explosion were to occur, there’d be less 
collateral damage than you would have with combined 
traffic.”
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MCLB Yermo Annex main gate switched
Story by: Keith Hayes
CommStrat Planner

The "Peggy Sue" gate is once again the main entrance for the Yermo 
Annex of Marine Corps Logistics Base Barstow, Calif., as of Sept. 10. 
An increase in manpower is allowing the Marine Corps Police 
Department to provide full staffing for the gate. The gate by the 

Lt. Col. Robert A. Lindsley, USMC Ret., Base Stables is now the 
Commercial Vehicle Inspection gate and will only be open from 7 
a.m. to 3 p.m. Monday through Friday.

Photo by: Jack Adamyk



Second annual Marine Corps Rodeo
Photos by: Rob Jackson and Jack 
Adamyk
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The second annual Marine Corps Rodeo took place at the 
arena adjacent to the Lt.Col. Robert Lindsley, USMC, 

Retired, Stables aboard the Yermo Annex of Marine Corps 
Logistics Base Barstow, Calif., September 7 and 8.
   Staged by the Flying U Rodeo Company, the "showdeo" 
featured, among other events, bucking horses, bull dodging, 
Mutton Busting for the little ones, and motorcycle jumping and 
stunts.
   The rodeo opened with a huge American flag being flown in 
via a skydiver as well as the more ceremonial Marine Corps 
Mounted Color Guard.
   According to Dr. Wilbert Artis, Marine Corps Community 
Services operations officer, MCLB Barstow, nearly 3000 people 
were in attendance of this two-day event.
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With five shops and 75 
employees, the Secondary 

Depot Repairables Branch at 
Production Plant Barstow, Marine 
Depot Maintenance Command, is 
a mechanic’s haven on the Yermo 
Annex aboard Marine Corps 
Logistics Base Barstow, Calif.

The SDR Branch encompasses 
the following shops: Hydraulics, 
Transmissions, Engines, Powertrain 
and Paxman.

“In the Hydraulic Shop, we get 
anything associated with hydraulics 
for any of the vehicles or 
equipment that come in and 
we rebuild and/or refurbish it, 
depending on what needs to be 
done,” explained John Thorne, 
Hydraulic Shop supervisor. “We 
also work fire-bottles or fire 
extinguishers that come in as well.”

The fire-bottles are worked on in 
a special portion of the shop where 
they work with three types of fire 
suppression chemical 
compounds: Halon, HFC-125 
(Pentafluoroethane), FM 200 
(heptafluoropropane). The chemical 
agents are preferred over water-
based systems for myriad reasons 
to include zero ozone depletion, 
minimal impact on electronics, 
rapid dispensation, and low-cost 
clean-up. They must also be 
handled with utmost care.

“We conduct a static test on each 
piece of equipment that’s brought 
in,” said Miguel Reyes, HMEM, 
working in the Fire Bottle section. 
“The containers then go to Blast 
and Paint. They’re prepped and 
cleaned, weighed empty, then 
refilled to proper specifications.”

Meanwhile in another portion of 
Hydraulic Shop, Jose Rivera, 
HMEM, uses a heavier hand during 
disassembly to remove a shaft from 
a hydraulic cylinder with a mallet.

As equipment and components 
move through the Branch, other 

artisans demonstrate honed 
skills in their respective 

functions. In the Engines Shop, 
Transmissions, Paxman and 
Powertrain area, wrenches and 
specialty tools work away.

“Anything that makes a vehicle 
move comes through these areas,” 
said Chris Ware, HMEM supervisor 
for the Engine and Paxman 
Shop. “We work on engines for 
M88s, HMMWV, LAVs (Light 
Armored Vehicles), AAVs 
(Amphibious Assault Vehicles), 
LVSRs (Logistic Vehicle System 
Replacement), M917 dump 
trucks, MTVRs (Medium Tactical 
Vehicle Replacement) and MATVs 
(Military All Terrain Vehicle). We 
also work on the Paxman Engines 
for both the Navy and Coast 
Guard.”

   The Paxman engines are 
approximately 8 feet tall and 20 
feet long, with 16 cylinders. The 
U.S. Coast Guard Patrol Coastal 
Boats uses two; where Navy boats 
requires four per asset of the 

Paxman engines, explained Ware.
“The power pack, which 

includes the engine and 
transmission and relative 
components of a vehicle are pulled, 
and sent to the Engine Shop; 
wedged (i.e. disassembled) then 
we break down the transmissions 
in our shop,” said Isaac Parsell, 
supervisor for the Transmission 
Shop and Powertrain Shop. “We 
do an IROAN, Inspect and Repair 
Only As Necessary, for equipment 
that is stipulated as an IROAN 
only within the SOW (statement 
of work) and complete rebuild on 
our rebuild lines. We disassemble, 
clean, rebuild and reassemble 
everything and prepare it to be put 
back in the vehicles.”

“The IROAN process can take a 
matter of hours for some standard 
components and equipment,” Ware 
said. “It can take up to on average 
80 days for M88 engines to120 
days for a Paxman asset.” All 
equipment goes through a stringent 
dyno process once completed. 
Engines and Transmissions get 
tested to spec separately; in some 
cases, power packs get tested in 
conjunction prior to install. In both 
dyno areas, they have received 
recent upgrades. Transmission 
shop has recently received two 
new inline transmission dynos. 
Engine Shop has recently received 
a new facility along with new 
dynos to support required testing 
and support for most commodities 
of vehicles supported by not only 
the Marine Corp but multiple other 
branch services.

The shops work closely together 
and ensure that each component is 
carefully labeled, tracked, and 
worked to specification. Each piece 
is carefully inspected throughout 
the process to ensure that they are 
not compromised.

M88 transmission “Once it’s 
disassembled, cleaned and has gone 
through its cleaning process, it goes 
to Non-Destructive Testing to 
check for cracks in the transmission 

Story by: Laurie Pearson
CommStrat Chief

SDR Branch keeping things moving

8 SDR Branch continued page 11

Jose Rivera, heavy mobile equipment 
mechanic, checked pressure on a fire-bottle 
cylinder at the production plant aboard 
Marine Corps Logistics Base Barstow, Calif., 
Aug. 30. Rivera mentioned that although 
the bottles come in decayed and sometimes 
damaged, it's his job to ensure a quality 
product goes back out.

Photo by: Jack Adamyk



Nearly all of the banners, metal signage and 
information decorating the walls and vehicles in 

Production Plant Barstow were more than likely 
created by the Graphics Shop at the facility.

Mike Sanchez and Paul Marquez are Visual 
Information specialists with the Test, Measurement 
and Diagnostic Equipment Division’s Graphics Shop 
at the Marine Depot Maintenance Command facility 
aboard the Yermo Annex of Marine Corps Logistics 
Base Barstow, Calif.

They create banners, metal etchings, informational 
signs and other graphically produced information 
using various computer controlled “printers.” Among 
those machines is a laser engraver capable of etching 
on anodized aluminum plates, wood or vinyl. They 
also use a Summa DC5 Thermal Transfer Printer to 
create huge vinyl banners and signs that drape the 
walls of PPB.

“The vinyl used in the banners and signs doesn’t 
need lamination to protect it from the elements,” 
Schyler Yacono, TMDE supervisor, said. “The thermal 
printed banners last five to six years before having to 
be replaced.”

Sanchez said he uses Corel Draw to create the 
images or text needed by the “customer” from scratch 
if they cannot provide him with an example of what 
they want.

“I love the creative aspect of this job very much,” 
he said. “Everything I do can be seen around the Plant 
by everyone.”

Among the myriad of items created by the Graphics 
Shop are Unique Identification data plates, or UID. 
Laser etched on a black anodized aluminum plate, the 
UID plates are then attached to the vehicles, weapons, 

or other types of equipment worked on at PPB.
The laser burns through the anodized coating at 

various microscopic depths, allowing the artisan to 
create elaborately detailed renderings.

“One of the training programs that came with the 
machine is a high resolution photo of Marilyn Monroe 
which we loaded into the computer program used to 
control the laser etcher and created an exact duplicate 
of the photo on metal,” Sanchez said.

“These machines save the U.S. taxpayers tens of 
thousands of dollars when we create these labels and 
signs in-house rather than contracting them out a huge 
expense,” Yacono said.

The more production steps that can be 
accomplished within the Plant, he concluded, the 
faster the project can be completed and the faster it 
gets back out to the end customer, the Marines on the 
front lines.
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Story and photos by: Keith Hayes
CommStrat Planner

Graphics Shop at PPB uses heat, light to create

Film seductress Marilyn Monroe beams out at the world from a laser-
etched rendering on a piece of anodized aluminum, Sept. 4. Marilyn 
was one of the training programs that came with the laser-etching 
machine and was one of the first pieces to be produced via this method 
at the Graphics Shop of the TMDE Department at Production Plant 
Barstow, Marine Depot Maintenance Command. 

The laser engraving head moves at a speed almost too fast to follow as 
it engraves on a piece of anodized aluminum at the Graphics Shop at 
Production Plant Barstow, Marine Depot Maintenance Command, 
aboard the Yermo Annex of Marine Corps Logistics Base Barstow, 
Calif., Sept. 4. The laser engraver is used to make plates that are 
attached to the vehicles worked on at the plant containing important 
maintenance and identification information.

Schyler Yacono, supervisor, TMDE Department, points out the laser 
engraved information plate created by his artisans in the Graphics 
Shop aboard PPB, MDMC, Sept. 4. This particular plate is attached 
to a M777 Howitzer that was refurbished at the plant and details 
exactly how to attach lines to the huge barrel to transport it by 
ground or air.



Employees are encouraged to remain vigilant to 
insider threats and to “see something, say 

something” if they witness others engaging in 
suspicious behaviors such as actively participating in 
extremist organizations while working aboard Marine 
Corps Logistics Base Barstow, Calif.

“An insider is anyone who has authorized access to 
Department of Defense resources by virtue of 
employment, volunteer activities, or contractual 
relationship with DoD,” explained Lori Morgan, 
security manager, Mission Assurance Division. 
“The threat insiders may pose to DoD installations, 
facilities, personnel, missions, or resources ranges 
from damage to national security by disclosure of 
classified or critical unclassified information, sabotage 
of resources, fraud, theft, or even death (this list is far 
from complete).”

Tips can be made confidentially to the base security 
manager by calling 760-577-5838, or by emailing 
BSTW_SECMGR@usmc.mil. Once a tip is made, 
they then coordinate with Defense Insider Threat 
Management and Analysis Center, as well as with the 
United States Marine Corps Insider Threat Program 
to execute investigations into suspicious activity. 
Investigations can include a forensic examination of 
computers, phones and other devices, in addition to 
other investigative techniques.

“For additional guidance on the DoD Insider Threat 
Program, refer to DoDD 5205.16, which establishes 
policy and assigns responsibilities within DoD to 
develop and maintain the program,” Morgan said. 
“Additional information regarding potential indicators 
of an Insider Threat can be found in Marine Corps 
Bulletin 5510, Enclosure 2, Guidance on Identifying 
and Sharing Behaviors of Concern.”

If you see something, say something to the base 
security manager, 760-577-5838.

One form of Insider Threat is an active shooter. An 
Active Shooter incident can occur at any time and at 
almost any location. In an FBI report, “Active Shooter 
Incidents in the United States in 2016 and 2017” the 
following was documented:
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See something, say something
Story by: Laurie Pearson
CommStrat Chief

• Abnormal mood swings 
• Depression, withdrawn behavior
• Decrease in hygiene
• Paranoia
• Flashbacks to prior traumatic events
• Abuse of alcohol or other drugs 
• Repeat violation of policies
•	 Talk	of	domestic	or	financial	problems
• Talk of suicide
• Anti-American statements asserting that     

  U.S. policy and authority are   
  illegitimate

• Aggression or threats toward coworkers
• Presence of unauthorized weapons
• Attempts to communicate with U.S.   

  enemies
• Prejudice against minority group or   

  religion

Some key indicators of an Insider Threat 
include:

• 50 incidents in 21 states 943 casualties   
  (excluding the shooters) 221 killed;  
  722 wounded.
•	 13	law	enforcement	officers	killed
•	 20	law	enforcement	officers	wounded
•	 20	met	“mass	killing”	definition	14	incidents		

	 	 ended	with	the	exchange	of	gunfire		
  between the shooters and law   
  enforcement

• 50 shooters — all male 
• 3 shooters wore body armor 
• 13 shooters committed suicide



housing,” said Ben Yates, HMEM.
“These vehicles have received 

power upgrades throughout the 
years, torque load and pressure 
changes have risen, with these 
changes being made we have 
seen spider webbing and cracking 
through these transmission 
housings, where during our build 
of these transmissions the NDT 
process has been an integral part 
of our process,” said Christopher 
Ware and Issac Parsell. Malissa 
Santos Supervisory Industrial 
Specialist in charge of the SDR 
Branch said, "my team works hard 
to ensure that all of the equipment 
is repaired and rebuilt to original 
equipment manufacturing, or 
better, specifications.”

The artisans each specialize in 
their own specific area, but Santos 

noted that they are also often 
cross-trained and allowed the 
opportunity for career growth.

“I’ve been here 26 years, and 
worked my way up through various 
shops,” Santos said. She has a 
degree in electrical engineering, 
noting a love for mathematics 
as her original motivator. “I 
was allowed a great opportunity 
here to get hands-on experience, 
learn, grow and move up. That 
opportunity is available for anyone 
who wants it.”

Now she oversees the SDR 
Branch and ensures that the artisans 
have everything they need in order 
to perform their functions 
effectively.

SDR Branch continued from page 8

Ian Bassett, heavy mobile equipment 
mechanic, inspects the engine of a M88A2 
Recovery Vehicle at the production plant 
aboard Marine Corps Logistics Base Barstow, 
Calif., Aug. 30. Bassett began working in the 
transmission component shop, before proving 
himself working on the Allison transmissions 
and now works tirelessly on the M88A2 
engines.

Photo by: Jack Adamyk
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